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One of the great tragedies in the entire Bible is that of King Saul. He was honored in being the first 

king chosen by God to be king of his people. He was exactly what the people wanted -- a king. He 

had everything, and yet, at the end of his life he was a completely lost and empty man. So lost was 

he that he committed suicide by falling on his sword. 

 

One of the incidents in his life that is extremely sad took place in the hill country of Bethel. Saul was 

attempting to assemble and keep assembled an army to fight the Philistines. Saul's army was 

outnumbered. He had several thousand horsemen, not counting the troops that were as sand on the 

seashore. The men of Saul's army were not extremely excited about the prospects of the upcoming 

battle. Saul had been told by the priest and prophet Samuel to wait seven days. After several days, 

Samuel would stop by and perform the functions of the priest, namely making a burnt offering and a 

peace offering. 

 

As the time went by, many of Saul's men became frightened and had decided to take an unauthorized 

leave of absence. Some hid in the rocks and caves, and others simply crossed the Jordan. Saul had 

waited the seven days and the men were deserting him. So, he told his men the bring the burnt 

offering and the peace offering and he would take it upon himself to perform the priestly function. 

No sooner had he done this, than here came Samuel to make the offering! And Samuel said, "You 

have done foolishly; you have not kept the commandment of God; your kingdom shall not continue." 

 

I am sure that all of us have had that sort of experience, though probably not of that magnitude. You 

are all ready and waiting for something to happen; it doesn't; you become impatient; and then you 

give up on it ever happening. It seems that the moment after you give up and believe that it won't 

happen, it does! 

 

Peter is writing about those who have doubted and who no longer believe the promise of Christ to 

return. In the text under consideration, he is telling us to remember two things: 

 

First, that in the last days there will be mockers, and 

 

Second, that God, despite the mocking, has acted and continues to act in history.  

 

Christians, remember that during these last days there are scoffers. 

 

There are scoffers who ignore the promise. These ungodly men ask the question: "Where to the 

promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep. all things have continued as they were 

from the beginning of creation!" It would be worthwhile to look at who these mockers are. Peter 

states that they are not expected, nor is what they are doing anything new. We are to recall the 
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predictions of the Holy Prophets and what our Lord said through the apostles to look at the scoffers 

of the past.  

 

The word of the Lord came to Ezekiel: Son of man behold, they of the     house of Israel say 'The 

vision that he sees is for many days hence, and he prophesies of the times far off." Ezekiel 12: 27 

 

Jeremiah said to the Lord: "Behold, those who have turned away from the Lord say to me: 'Where is 

the word of the Lord? Let it come!'" Jeremiah 17: 15 

 

In the New Testament, the mocking is directed at Jesus himself. These scoffers are enemies of the 

cross of Christ. WE see them standing at the foot of the cross saying: 

 

"He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the 

cross." Matthew 27: 42 

 

These people, who saw Jesus, who saw what He did (the healing of the sick, the teaching that He 

proclaimed, the fulfillment of the Scriptures that took place in and through Him.) -- these people 

became willfully ignorant of the fact that He was God. They became willfully ignorant of the fact 

that God Himself was hanging on the Cross paying for the very sins that they were committing at the 

foot of the Cross. 

 

Today, people are no different. Even Christians find themselves in the position of asking the same 

questions: "Where is the promise of His Coming?" We read what Peter and Paul wrote almost two 

thousand years ago. They thought that His Coming would be at any moment. The same is true of 

many Christians down through the centuries. Today, we are told that the end times are near and we 

think or say: "sure, I've heard it all before. The same thing has been said before, and I'm sure that it 

will be said in the future." We can become blinded by the seemingly unchanging world and can fall 

into the trap of passively, if not actively, mocking God. 

 

These are the last days. In no other time of history has the mocking of God been so great. People 

seem not to even bother asking the question: Where is the promise of His Coming? For them the 

question has been answered by the proclamation of His death -- not His death on the Cross, but with 

the slogan God is dead." This slogan has been popular in the last 20 years or so. The slogan, "God is 

dead", would seem to be the ultimate mocking! The people at the foot of the Cross did not doubt that 

God was; they just did accept the fact that Jesus was God. 

 

Today, those who say that "God is dead" do so because they believe that He never was! 

 

When we Christians hear these type of statements we become offended and angry. After all, they are 

talking About our God, who knows us and who sent His Son. They are talking about our Savior. But 

there is a message in what these people are saying. They don't realize it, but there is an extremely 

important message! It is not that what they are saying is true; but that it is being said is vital. The fact 

that People are saying these things is an indication that we are indeed, living in the last times. It is a 

witness to the facts that we are living in the shadow of eternity. When we hear mockings like this, 

we should have hope, and confidence, and knowledge, that He is truly coming! Jude, in his short 

letter, reinforces this fact: 

 

But you must remember, beloved, the predictions of the Apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; they said 
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to you, "In the last time there shall be scoffers, following their own ungodly passions." Jude 17-18 

 

Christians, remember that god has acted and continues to act in history. 

 

Christ has acted in past events. In our text, Peter writes that the scoffers deliberately ignore the fact 

that by the Word of God the heavens existed ans the earth was made. As Lutherans, we have tended 

to associate the creation of the world with the work of the Father. Indeed, our Small Catechism has 

the explanation of the Apostles' Creed divided into three sections. The Father is associated with 

Creation, the Son with Redemption, and the Holy Spirit with Sanctification. This is somewhat 

unfortunate because in a cursory reading of the sections, we can get the impression that the Son of 

God had nothing to do with the Creation work. The "being of one substance with the Father, by 

whom all things were made . . . " The Son of God is also the Creator. 

     

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 

beginning with God; all things were made through Him' and without Him was not anything made 

that was made. John 1 : 1-3 

 

Not only do we read in the Scriptures that He was a part of the creation work, but that he was 

actively engaged in the early history of Israel. The Son of God -- the Second Person of the Trinity -- 

talked to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre before going down to Sodom and Gommorah. He was the 

"man" who talked with Joshua just prior to the battle of Jericho. 

 

But His greatest action in History was when He came as a Deliverer for all people. The Old 

Testament is packed with the Promise of His Coming. He was known as the Messiah who would 

deliver His people. Who, for us men and for our salvation, came down from heaven and was 

incarnate and crucified -- was crucified for us -- for all men of all times! God acted in history for us. 

He is Emmanuel -- He is God with us. He is God with us and for us. God showed His love for us in 

that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Romans 5:8 

 

Christ is still involved is Creation. Jesus Christ is still involved with His Creation. I am going to read 

from Colossians 1:15-17 and as I read it, please consider not only that Christ was the creator and that 

He has acted in history but that He is continuing to be a part of creation today. 

 

"He (the Son of God) is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation; for in him all 

things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible , whether thrones or dominions or 

principalities authorities -- all things were created through him and for him. He is before all things, 

and in him all things hold together." 

 

Did you hear that ? He is holding all things together. Without Christ, every-thing would fall apart -- 

it would literally come unglued. (We speak of the patience of Job. Well, considering the situation of 

this world, we should consider the patience of Christ!) 

 

Another way in which Christ is with us is in His Supper -- the Sacrament of the Altar. the real 

presence of Christ's body and blood is in the Lord's Supper. Jesus said, "This is My body, which is 

given for you," and " this is My blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you." He continues 

to be a part of our lives through Communion. We receive the forgiveness of sins, there is also life 

and our faith. and where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. With our Lord 

being here in His Supper, the question about the promise of His coming seems to be partially 
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answered -- He is already here, working in the lives of His people. 

 

We also confess, however, that "He will come again with glory to judge both the quick and the 

dead." The Father judges no one, but he has given all judgment to the Son. (John 5:22 ) And 

concerning Christ's Return to Judgment, we confess that at the consummation of the world, Jesus 

will grant eternal life and eternal joys to the godly while condemning the ungodly -- the mockers and 

the scoffers -- to endless torment with the devil. To the godly, it is indeed a promise; but to the 

ungodly it is a grim truth. 

     

While none of the writers of the New Testament specifically say it, they nonetheless would agree 

that if you want to see the future, you need only look at the past. Indeed, our Lord himself told his 

disciples: 

 

"As were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of man. For as in those days before the 

flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the flood came and 

swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of man." Matt 24:37-39 

 

By keeping our attention on Christ -- Christ the Creator, Christ the Redeemer, Christ the Sustainer, 

and Christ the Judge -- we can be confident that we have our salvation -- not only we will have it -- 

but that we already do it. Oh, we still live in the world. There will be fighting, injustices, sickness, 

and troubles. There will be all of these, but we can join with the Apostle John in saying, "Even so, 

come Lord Jesus!" Amen 


